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1. ’Hfe'c! Wf^ W'3' ^ cm ^ ^ cm 

2003 t I 

(2) ^ ^ WRH ^ ^ M^-d ^Vn I 

( 3 ) ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ arm % 3 ik Pira^ 

“ g=)r?WR "JIT ^ ^ cTR a?PlcTm” C^ 31#^ STRT ^ t, 

tn^, 3fk ^ ^ ^ w % ^ 

PraWtJi t I 
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2. ^ ^ ur ^ 3T^«it ar^fer 

{^) “ -arf^r^RiTi” ^ arm-ciT? 1961 (1961, ^ 43) aiMci t ; 

{^) ^ ^ 3Tf^l1^m, 1963 (1963 ^ 54) ^ 

^Tc^ar ciT? ^ t ; 

(t]) “ -qr? cjrfer” ^ arM^r t “ %cPi” ■?W ^ aT#T arm t 

afiT “chTRR' ^ ^ ^ ^ afiT arf^Term*/ ar^ ^ arm ^ t, 

fuRR^ aTRf^ gft ^"4 # alk f^fRRjT ^ (i) ^ %T ( 3 ) ^ 

^ ^ vJTfi cn^ t,' ^ ^ pin t ^ 

f^rat?#n t ; . * 

(xi) “ ^ amr xf?r wm>^ m wmM m irt r^Yp 

c^ artfPr ^ nt ami cf?r feRuft ^ ^ % m^f^d artcn# arfi^^ f ; 

(^ “ '^'f^cRuft WRR?” ^ ^ arflr^T^t t ^ fn ^ ?r?rRFf nntviH 

f^ ifri ^ aif^Tflcf amT-xpR an^ ^ ^ t ; 

(n) “ ■^-fcTcrMt pxzTcTcff” ^ t, arf^^ t ^ 

i- fcTcRoft pxzicicft c^ Riq ^ nrf^r^l^ w t 

{^ am ^ afiR ^ f pf^if^d n# t afhr arf^rf^ ^ 

t, n# arsj #rt vfl V3P^ a#f^ f 1 

3 . ^ fciRn viTRT- (i) w tecP rr ^ ^ 

f^, amr teR^, f^fiRT nrte nr tyaF aif^Rcw c^ r^ ^r t rtc^i 

( 2 ) ^ PT^ anrft ami Rft g?: t^R# arf^rf^ ^ giRT 139 ^ 

WTTRT ( 1 ) C^ aT#P f^xflRP 2003-04 afiR PTcriclcnff l^ratRP C^ f^ ^ ^ 3T^raiT 

liTTcfr #, 1%Rft ^ ^-RcRTjfr PXZ[qcft ^ RTcNt ^TT ^ f^cRufl c^ ait^ cm 





Cfj^ 3 ft? t-fcra^ yyiK-lch gRT ICrS^TGR ^ SrMIcf ^7^ c|^ f^Rl?T 
^ HT ^5^ ^ ^ ^>p|cb ^ MlVf^ti CP^ 1 ; 

( 3 ) T{«T^, 1 cJ?^ TTm o!!lf^ ^ 3n^ 37X^7 C^ C|^ 

5NT 3Tr^ aXTcp^ C^ f^ 3Rf^ ufT^ vjfnr% C^ ife 

5mW?T 37tejT^ TTTFp 1 ^ 

4. OT7I tTT^ c^f^ ^ c^ 3T?}1^ smr ^ 

iarf^rf^m ^ ?trt 139 ^ wtrt ( 5 ) ^ v5T#=f 3 xrt ^ 

5. CRT M|[?)cbK*- ( 1 ) ^-fcTcRufr tTcP KT 3ffte ^ cPMPiili 

f^iRcjfr f^Pcfr^ cTR^rte) 3 ft? 3ici>{4>{4^i t a#? f^, 

cfr^ ^ ^ i\ 77Tf^ STfiT^ # ^ W cM ^ ^ 

f^i^[t?rt ^ 3f5?TR t-f^cj>iuil Trt2j^ ^ ^ ^r cpt 

% cfMt f^H7% 3XPET-^ # ^r fen t ^ 

ormrfte 3TfeR3 t t-f^cjxjofi -tm^ ^ ^ ^r nrfen ^ 1 

(2) ntnn# c^ wi 4 nrfeKT fe '^tt^ ^ fe ^fet i-fcra^ pr?Tm^ ^ 

3TT^ TR^ nR I 

(3) t-ffeufl W^IK^ch fcFRft nfet cj^ t-ftcRuft wmcft nifen fe ^ ^ ^ ^3^ 
dcb^cpH viM^cwd! fer^ 3ra^ 3Ttcp# ^ nfen ^ fe wn "ift t 

cf^Vtt t 

( 4 ) ^ ^ ( 1 ) aft^ ( 3 ) ^ fefr wm ^ fe -ift, fek 2003-04 ^ fe 

cpn^ ^ ^-ffetiff T7£jjcnff ^ ^ n nrfen nR ^fen ! 
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(5) t-fcTcRuft Wm 

(^3TTOTT^5TT^) ^ ^ TTilFn ^ ^ (MI'Hdi) ^ 

fcrf^ f^xfk ^ ^ I 

(6) 3TTxRPT, ^T^f^'cp aSTd?!^ df)TC ^ TT^ cZlf^ cfft ^ ^ 

3ntTT^ T? ^ ^ .3r^ 3TTern t? ^ ^ ^ t-lcjcRuff c^ ^nf^mnr ^ 

yfcRtfcT ^ TT^ 1 

6. ^ czrf^Rrt gRT 3nrn^ ^ m# ^ ^ fcrg?oft 

^ f^WT cTT^ qr^ c2rf^- 

(1) ^ cF 5^ TjTicfft ^ airntcT OTcf[ t ;' 

(2) 'ig'(-i^lc! f^yt^ ^ fcH^ 31 m 41 y'i-^cl ^ ‘jrytyH fenj 3iH^ 31^cnd1 

^ ^ c}^i4 ^ feT^ ^-fcfcr^Tjft ^ ^ [^'41 ^ fcT^ ^TTI 

7. SRT (STRji ^ cTTcft ^(tS^irq- ( 1 ) i-fc[‘d:^T41 m 

cZjf^ ^ ^ ^ TTcyrftcf 3TTy Rcj^uf) ^ PTM yj ouf^ gRT !R^ 

ciWl4U1 ^ OTyR T7 3TFT fcTcR^ ^5^ I 

(2) ^TEzrcRff ^ TTcym ^ TTw^tcp in^ 5 rt 4t 

TT^ STH cf)^ I 

(3) TTRJTRT c^ TFI^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 4, t -RdM 3[Hdl^H ddJIMi c^ 

7^ynft c^ TR5TT 3TtT^f^ ^ wm afk ^ l wirTT 

"4^ ♦rit ^ Midi ^ eft y?' Plild di'Jl'ia ^ yr vj'iicf? ^ '(■ieits PyW^^i srf^cni^ 

TRS^ f4"d^uft Ty Moi^d 3fR cf^ 3Tf^'(41<^P Tfl^ I 
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(4) ^ <H^mv T ^ v3TraT t ^ STRI ^ ^ ^ 

3j4?|ch^^ I cfj^ tiezi^ Me-qH (^3TR3TT^3fl4's*T) ^ 

^ ^ ^-f^rcrMt ^mm> gRi ^ R i P i f^^ ^ ^ ^ 

(5) t7]^ 3rj^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

3fH-cn^ UTT^ 1 

(6) ^ ^ 3R1W ^ ^ f-f^q'<»Tf ^TSI^, 

^mwf> ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ 3Tran q^ 3Tr^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ q^rmcfj ^ 

^fAnr I 

(7) ^-f?rcP?Dft qtZT^ 3rRI ^ tcTcT^ ^ 3TT^j# ^ hA^^I q^ 3TH-cIT^ 

gRT qrqr 3Hf^ ^ ^ ^[fer ^Anr I ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

qf^ ^ 3TRT ^ fc|q'(^n q^ ^ m^A 'jtc q^ Rincptq^if I 

(8) ^“f^cRoft q^Zfc[?ff, 3fRI ^ q^ ^ vi'tl^ 'tielH^ ^fA 3H1^ ^ 

3tt^ ^ ^2T 3Hl%q ^ ^ ^ A ^ ^ ^rata 

^ q^ 3iA 1^ ci>Vii i 

(9) ^-fcTcRuft qm sql^ ^ 3nq ^ ^ qf^ ^Att 3lk 

f5{qA^ orte^At ^ sTRi ^ l^cRoft q^^ cr^ A w 1^ ^ 

^ 3Tf^R^t^ ^ ^ARld ^^AtT I 
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(10) ^ ell'll<a ai'RT ^ fctcRuft Lbl^d ^ cTT^t^ 

(11) f^Rft cf>RTJT ^ 3Tt^ C^ 3T^H45 cH ^n^-DT ^ ^ ^l, ^eqcTcft, ^ RiM 

^ cfR^ 1 ^ ?rrte ^ ^ TTcf^ f%£ik^ arteiT^ cf^ 3 tr f^cRuft 

T5 T-f^Mc^i 3tW ^ c^ f^r^ 3Tr3^ ^ ^ar i ^ -rm^ ^ i- 

gRT ^ ^ ^ cTR^ gn errte 3 tr ^ifr ^ i?n^ ^ 

^ cTTto W^fft I 

8, ^ c^Tfcnt-(l) f-f!)?RXjft TR i^f^chdl 3TmR ^ cjil^gi^ efft I 

(2) f^£l*iRcfl ?f|RT yfdgliJ, ^1 R ^ Rvji<5 ^cf> cf>t 

RTRTtBH 1 ^ ^ Rrgt^ orter^ gRT 

tg7 <3lci ^r RR ^ ^JTTVR R ^ f^ yflVJJii I 

9. ^rmRtri viTRc{|Rlvi4--(l) f-l^cRWI c^ WPi ^ lft<R T^)T?cT 

vj1MI--^-Rq><uf| TftZTcRft^ ^jVn f^' (^q>(uT) ^ $^4^Rch IRT 3Tf^ f^jL|H 

ETRT 139 ^ ^2JT ^3Mf^ 3TR ^ f^TcRM ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ hRRIcI gR ufTcIT t, ■Jlf^ 3TRI cl5t [^<j'^uf| f^fZRT cTT^ ^ R vJ^ ^ Ror oqf^ 
gRT ^3^ ■^■(^c^'lPicb ^ ^ ^ f^ ^ t I 

{ 2 ) 3TRI eff! tofuft ^ arrWf ^ rrt ^ 3 ^ 

^ 3 TTWf ^ PRf^ effi \ 
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(3) 3TT^ CRT TOVn- OT5[ ^ fWft ^ ^ - c^^>P l ch 31^5% ^ 

^ ^ ^-f^cRuft iT^TRr^ gRT f^rf^rfer >^'friid ^ cr>t ^htR i ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^#»tt I 

( 4 ) m v^jm- #-f%cRoft ^eocicff, ^ ^ 

l^cRf^ ^ ^ unit ^ 3ptf^ it f^rak^T ^ ^ 

ir ^ ^ ^ 1^ ^Rbrr i 

( 5 ) W czrf^ cTJt ^rRT~ ^-fctg^ ^WJ4c!t, g[RT ^t^ fji ^-Rg->futt TT5f ^ ;if^ 

tTT^ oqf^ cf^ ^FRTTTrrr | 

(e) ciR ^[SRT c^t ^A‘^’4t<idi--f-fcicj>(utt Treqg^ ^3^ ^ "^ritw ^rf^, 

f^rak^ arfsJw^ ^ ^ ^ 1 %^ ^ ;ri5 ^ ^ 

^ ^ aricft t I 

( 7 ) ^-f^cRuft TTEqg;^ tt^ '^PiR^d ^5igT '"^rit ^ttiit, arf^r^icit, f^n^ ^tf^^ i it 

3TTf^ ^ ^fctfhr ^ cT«IT ^-Rciyutt w?TRm> ^ w% p T' ^^ fl gg xn^ 

CFR^ t I 

(8) ^tRl ^t 'IRcrHI e^ ?!?*R 3 |R|^tIHI— ^-f^gRoft H^cldt ^ ^ M l (g t <|>R ^ 

'31T^ ^RT 3tl^cj»i ^T 3idf^oc '{jrHF ^ f^Rtt ^ ^-f^q^utt ^T^TRTcp 

^ cT?CRd[T ^ ^JrRT ^ I 

10. i*f^cRT^ M^ittico ^ ?iQ^«ii— »^4iTiit g>t sjtojctt ^ ^rit 
y^iTOcb- 

(1) ^FciiiTf ^ a^TT’dH ^ ^ yggPT glk ^niq^n ^ ^P t f$^d 

^ ^ q>T^ 3(k f^PtR'Ki I 
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( 2 ) ^ f^5pr^ atcPtcT wrarfM ^ ^ ^ ^df^cfichd 

^ TIc^TFT^ vidcji g[RT ufl^ ^ ^ fctfTTtR TTIFP^t cj^ T^ftSTT % oftT ^ 

tTPT^ ^ ^ ^ TTR^, s[RT I 

[3Tr^^tl'?T. 181/2003m 142/12/2003 


MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
(Department of Revenue) 

(Central Board of Direct Taxes) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 25th July, 2003 

INCOME-TAX 

S.O. 856(E).— In exercise of the povi^ars conferred by sub-section (1B) of section 
139 of Income Tax Act, 1961 (43 of 1961), the Central Board of Direct Taxes hereby 
specifies the following scheme, namely: - 

1. Short title, commencement and application.- (1) This scheme may be called 
the Electronic Furnishing of Returns of Income Scheme, 2003. 

(2) It shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette. 

(3) It applies to an individual having income under the head “Salaries” and not.having 
any income under the head “Profits and gains of business or profession”, who is 
assessed or assessable to tax at Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, 
Kolkata and Mumbai. 

2. Definitions.- In this scheme, unless the context otherwise requires,- (a) “Act” 
means the Income Tax Act, 1961 (43 of 1961); 

(b) Board” means the Central Board of Direct Taxes constituted under the Central 
Boards of Revenue Act, 1963 (54 of 1963); 

(c) “eligible person” means a person having income under the head “Salaries" and 
not having any Income under the head “Profits and gains of business or profession", 
who has been allotted a permanent account number, and who Is assessed or 
assessable to tax at any of the places specified in sub-para (3) of paragraph 1 to 
which the scheme is applicable: 

(d) “e-Return" means electronically transmitted data of return of income furnished 
under this scheme, supported by a duly verified paper return of income; 

(e) “e-Return Administrator” means an officer not below the rank of Commissioner of 
Income-tax designated by the Board for the purpose of the administration of this 
scheme; 

(f) “e-Return Intermediary” means a person, being a company, authorised to be an 
e-Return Intermediary under this scheme; 

(g) All other words and expressions used herein but not defined and defined in the 
Act shall have the meanings respectively assigned to them In the Act. 


M I 
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3. Filing of e-Returns.- (1) An eligible person may, at his option, as an additional 
mode, furnish a return of income for any previous year on or before the due date. 

(2) An eligible person may furnish his return of income which he is required to furnish 
under sub-section (1) of section 139 of the Act for the assessment year 2003-2004 
and subsequent assessment years, to an e-Retum Intermediary who shall digitise the 
data of such return and transmit the same electronically to a server designated for this 
purpose by the e-Retum Administrator, on or before the due date. 

(3) The e-Retum Intermediary shall submit the paper return of income received from 
an eligible person to the Assessing Officer not later than fifteen days from the issue of 
the provisional receipt for the electronic data received by the e-Retum Administrator. 

4. Revised return of Income.- An eligible person may furnish a revised return of 
income under sub-section (5) of section 139 of the Act If'he has furnished a return of 
income under the scheme. 

5. Authorisation of e-Retum Intermediary.- (1) The e-Return Administrator may 
authorise one or more companies, having adequate financial capacity, physical and 
Information Technology Infrastructure, proven experience in the field of providing 
financial services, to be an e-Return Intermediary as per the guidelines issued by the 
Board from time to time in this behalf: 

Provided that no company which has defaulted in payment of income tax or having a 
criminal record shall be authorised to be an e-Return Intermediary. 

(2) A Company desirous to be authorised as an e-Retum Intermediary may submit an 
application to the e-Retum Administrator. 

(3) The e-Retum Administrator shall evaluate the technical suitability of a compawy 
including successful check for data transmission before authorising it to be an e- 
Return Intermediary. 

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-para (1) and (3), the Board may 
authorise a company to be an e-Retum intermediary for the financial year 2003-04. 

(5) The e-Retum Administrator shall issue an identification Number to be called e- 
Return Intermediary Identification Number (ERIIN) and a password to each $-Retilrn 
Intermediary, which shall be valid for a particular financial year. 

(6) The Board may revoke the authorhsation of an e-Retum Intermediary, on grounds 
of improper conduct, misrepresentation, unethical practices, fraud or established lack 
of service to the eligible persons, or on s uch other ground as it may deem fit. 


-^o3d^j-/o2 - 
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6. Procedure to be followed by eligible persons.- An eligible person opting to 
furnish his return of Income under this scheme shall - 

(1) ensure that his return of income falls under this scheme; 

(2) give consent to any one of the e-Retum Intermediaries to act as his agent for the 
purpose of furnishing his e-Return for the relevant assessment year. 

7. Procedure to be followed by e-Retum Intermediary.- (1) An e-f^eturn 
Intermediary shall receive a paper return of income duly verified by the eligible person, 
or shall prepare the return of income on the basis of the documents furnished by the 
eligible person, as the case may be. 

(2) An e-Retum Intermediary shall then submit online the permanent account number 
given by the eligible person, to e-Retum Administrator for verification. 

(3) In case the verification does not succeed, the e-Retum Intermediary shall recheck 
and resubmit the permanent account number record for online verification. If the 
verification still does not succeed, he shall file the paper return before the concerned 
Assessing Officer on or before the due date, and hjind over the acknowledgment to 
the eligible person. 

(4) If the verification succeeds, the e-Return Interrhediary shall digitise the data of the 
return of income and transmit the same to the server in such format as specified by 
the e-Return Administrator using its e-Retum Intentiediary Identification Number 
(ERIIN), and in conformity with the instructions given by the e-Returri Administrator, 

(5) The e-Retum Administrator shall issue a provisional receipt online to the e-Return 
Intermediary in confirmation of the acceptance of the data transmitted. 

(6) In case of any unsuccessful transmission of data at this stage, the e-Return 
Intermediary shall analyse the error code communicated by the e-Retum 
Administrator, correct the data on the basis of the error code and the paper return 
available with him and resubmit the same to the e-Retum Administrator. 

(7) The e-Return Intermediary shall print two copies of the provisional receipt received 
by him online on successful transmission of the data of the return of income. It shall 
affix one copy of the same on the acknowledgement sheet and the other on the first 
page of the paper return of income. 

(8) The e-Return Intermediary shall furnish to the Assessing Officer the paper return of 
income along with its enclosures and the print out of the provisional receipt within 
fifteen days from the date of issue of the provisional receipt and shall obtain an 
acknowledgement for the same. 
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(9) The e-Retum Intermediary shall deliver the acknowledgement of the return of 
income to the eligible person, and also transmit the acknowledgement number of the 
return to the server In such format as specified by the e-Retum Administrator in token 
of having furnished the paper r^um, within seven days from the date of furnishing the 
return of income to the Assessing Officer. 

(10) The date of issue of the provisional receipt shall be deemed to be the date of 
filing of return of Income if the paper return has been filed with the Assessing Officer 
within fifteen days from the date of the issue of the provisional receipt. 

(11) In case of an unsuccessful transmission of data for any reason, the e-Return 
Intermediary shall furnish the paper return of income along with its enclosures and the 
print out of the error report to the concerned Assessing Officer within fifteen days from 
the date of issue of the error report, in such a case, the date of issue of the error 
report by the e-Retum Administrator shall be deemed to be the date of filing of the 
return of Income. 

8. Processing of e-Retum.- (1 ) The e-Retum shall be processed, on priority basis. 

(2) The refund, if any, due to the assessee shall, at his option, be either credited by 
the Assessing Officer directly to his bank account, using the Electronic Clearance 
Scheme (ECS) of the Reserve Bank of India, or be directly sent to the assessee. 

0 . General responsibilities of e-Retum Intermediary.- (1) Timely filing of e- 
Retums.- The e-Retum Intermediary shall ensure that the electronic portion of the 
return is transmitted on or before the due date of filing of returns of income as 
provided in section 139 of the Act, if the return of income has been submitted for its 
electronic filing by the eligible person on or before the due date. 

(2) Accuracy.- The e-Retum Intermediary shall ensure accuracy of the data entry 
while transcribing the data from the return erf income and during its transmission. 

(3) Storage of data.- The e-Retum Intermediary shall retain for a period of one year 
from the end of the relevant assessment year, the electronic data of the return of 
income in such format as specified by the e-Retum Administrator. 


(4) storage of acknowledgement file.—The e-Return Intermediary shall retain for a 
period of one year from the end of the relevant assessment year the information relating 
to provisional receipts Issued In respect of the returns filed through it. 

(5) Information to eligible persons.—^The e-retum Intermediary shall provide the 
eligible person paper copy of the e-Return submitted by It. 
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(6) Confidentiality of tax information - The e-Retum Intermediary shall ensure 
confidentiality of information that comes to his possession during the course of 
implementation of this scheme, save with the permission of the eligible person, 
Assessing Officer or e-Retum Administrator. 

(7) The e-Retum Intermediary shall ensure that all his employees, agents, 
franchisees, etc., adhere to the provisions of this scheme as well as all directions 
issued by e-Retum Administrator. 

(8) Prompt notification of changes In information: The e-Retum Intermediary 
shall promptly inform the e-Retum Administrator any change in the information 
contained in the application filed by it for authorisation as e-Retum Intermediary. 

10. Powers of e-Retum Administrator: Without affecting the generality of the 
foregoing provisions, the e-Retum Administrator shall- 

(1) specify the procedures, formats and standards for ensuring secure capture and 
transmission of data, for the day to day administration of the Scheme; 

(2) ensure compliance by e-Retum Intermediaries with the technical requirements of 
the scheme, including review of the functioning of e-Retums Intermediaries, 
verification (rf any complaints, scrutinising advertising material issued by them, and 
such other matters as he deems fit. 


[Notification No. 181/2003/F. No. 142/12/2003-TPL] 

PUJA JINDAL, Under Secy. 
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